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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 8468 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRNSY 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR - SYRIAN ARAB AIRLINES REEQUIPMENT 
REF: BEIRUT 8261 (NOTAL 

SUMMARY: SYRIAN ARAB AIRLINES DECISION STILL DELAYED BUT 
WITH INDICATIONS US AIRCRAFT STILL VERY MUCH IN PICTURE 
DESPITE CONTINUED THREAT AIRBUS INDUSTRIE A-300B4. END SUMMARY 

1. HIGHLY RELIABLE SOURCE (RIAD HANBALI, AVIATION- 
ORIENTED CORRESPONDENT BEIRUT’S AL-HAWADESS), CLOSE TO 
RCAA, RETURNED FROM DAMSCUS TODAY WITH INDICATIONS US 
AIRCRAFT STILL VERY MUCH IN RUNNING VIS A VIS A-300B4. 

SOURCE MET WITH RIFAAT ASSAD, BROTHER OF SRYIAN PRESIDENT 

HAFEZ ASSAD, JULY 20. RIFAAT ASSAD STATED THAT IN 

HIS VIEW, SYRIAN ARAB AIRLINES WOULD ACQUIRE US WIDEBODIED 

TRIJETS. IN EARLIER MEETING TEN DAYS AGO WITH GENERAL MOHAMED AL- 

KHOULI, SYRIAN CHIEF AIR FORCE INTELLIGENCE AND MEMBER OF 

SPECIAL AIRCRAFT SELECTION COMMITTEE, AL-KHOUKI ALSO 

STATED TO SOURCE THAT SYRIAN ARAB AIRLINES 

WOULD ACQUIRE US AIRCRAFT. 
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2. WE NOT COMPLACENT SINCE WE ARE WELL AWARE AIRBUS 
INDUSTRIE A-300B-4 STILL VERY STRONG THREAT BUT AGRESSIVE 
MARKETING BY LOCKHEED-CALIFORNIA AND DOUBLAS AIRCRAFT 
COMPANY HERE FURTHER BUTTRESS RCAA'S BELIEF THAT US STILL 
HAS VERY GOOD CHANCE TO WIN THIS KEY ORDER. 

COMMENT: SARG DELAY IN REACHING LONG-AWAITED DECISION ON 
WIDEBODIED AIRCRAFT PROBABLY PLOY TO WHIP-SAW MAXIMUM 
CONCESSIONS FROM COMPETING AIRCRAFT MANUFACTUERS WITH 
INDICATIONS HERE BOTH LOCKHEED-CALIFORNIAN AND DOUBLAS 
AIRCRAFT COMPANY HAVE APPRECIABLY IMPROVED CONCESSIONAL 
INDUCEMENTS AND GUARANTEES. OUR MAIN WORRY HOWEVER, 

IS AIRLINE CHAIRMAN GENERAL MOUKAYED'S ENCHANTMENT 
WITH AIRBUS INDUSTRIE A-300B-4, DESPITE OUR STRONG ARGUMENTS 
STRESSING UNPROVEN CAPABILITY THIS AIRCRAFT AND ITS NARRLOWLY 
SPECIALIZED SHORT-MEDIUM RANGE CHARACTERISTICS WHICH WOULD 
SHARPLY INHIBIT SYRIAN ARAB'S FLEXIBILITY IN MEETING MEDIUM/ 

LONG RANGE PRESENT AND FUTURE ROUTE REQUIREMENTS AND DILUTING 
IMAGE VIS A VIS OTHER ARAB CARRIERS WHO ARE ACQUIREING PROVEN AND 
MORE VERSATILE US WIDEBODIED AIRCRAFT. GODLEY 
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